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The Southern Strategy and Evangelism in Politics
The southern strategy was a political plan by the Republican Party to win the southern whites from their democratic affiliation to join the Republican Party. Before the Civil War, the majority of Southerners were democratic (Gilmore R., 2017).  The outlawing of the Jim Crow Laws and the turbulent Civil Rights movement deepened the racial friction in the American South.  Richard Nixon (a presidential candidate) and other republicans came up with the strategy by appealing to racial grievances raised by whites to win their support. The move also drifted the Republican Party towards the right-wing.  Since the 1960s, the strategy yielded a perception that the Republican Party is a channel for propagating white dominance in the South. The Republicans used appealing campaign strategies, for instance, deflating national desegregation orders. This led to a big struggle for the Republican Party to win Blacks in elections. 
After 1968, evangelical Christianity played a significant role in creating a conservative movement within the GOP (The Republican Party).  The need for a socially and morally conservative society led to the Christian Right movement's propagation (Gilmore J., 2017). The movement advocated for the conservation of social norms. The evangelicals and Catholics believed that same sex-relationships, euthanasia, pornography, and abortion were both spiritually and morally wrong. The movement also pushed for Sunday Sabbatarianism and the inclusion of school prayer in the educational curriculum.  Such sentiments directly impacted the fortunes of the conservative candidates and other socio-political organizations in the USA (Shemer, 2017). The Right-wing influenced their churches, the consciousness of their congregates, and eventually the ballot booth. The Republican party incorporated the moral sentiments of the Right movement to lure votes. In 1968, the majority of the white Conservative Protestants shifted to support the Republican Party. 
The force of the Right Wing was felt via the awakening of white evangelism in the 1970s. The Wing was socially conservative and hostile to Mr. Carter. In 1980, two-thirds of the white evangelical voters rallied support for Ronald Reagan (a Republican). Mr. Reagan won because of his push to conserve morals. He was also against communism. GOP's successful electoral strategy was also influenced by Rev. Pat Robertson, Rev. Jerry Falwell, and organizations such as the 700 club and the Moral Majority. Rev. Jerry Falwell was a Baptist minister who raised awareness about social issues, for instance, abortion on the society. In 1979, he founded the Moral Majority in Dallas in the South. The organization has a committee responsible for political activities and direction. The committee campaigned for issues it deemed vital for maintaining moral law. They included fighting against gay rights, women's rights, and the teaching of evolution. The organization helped form the Religious Right. Its expansive influence advocated for the voting of the Republicans because they supported conservative morals (Shemer, 2017). 
On the other hand, Pat Robertson came up with The 700 Club in 1966. The TV show had an added 20-minutes program in which it advocated for allocating more funds towards defense. It also supported the US's move to support Israel in the Israel-Palestine conflict (O'Donnell, 2019). The support for Israel is pegged on the conservative beliefs of Christians. Their sentiments resonated well with the Republican Party. Hence its members supported Mr. Reagan and the Republic Party. Religious organizations played an essential role in winning support for the working-class voters. The organizations emphasized conservative principles to attract the working class who wished to achieve a political realignment in American politics. The strategy was engineered to suit the whites primarily. From the baby-boom perspective, it implies that the dominance of white is expected to fade and give a leeway for the Blacks (O'Donnell, 2019). This is because the white generation that was cushioned is now aged, and most of them are stepping into retirement.
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